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(continued from page 10, Recounting the Faithfulness of God) Praise be to God that our mother church,
North Richland Hills Baptist Church (NRHBC) rented out their property to our church at a very affordable
price. Even though the rent has increased over the years, we are forever grateful for the graceful dealings
NRHBC had shown us. Due to increasing property value in this area, our church members have agreed
to raise the building fund from 500K to 1000K. The body of Christ must rally at this time. We must
pray and seek God for direction and help. We must put our faith in action by pledging and contributing
to the building fund. We must truly exhibit a genuine stewardship which involves the deliberate and
faithful caretaking of the Master’s resources (all possession entrusted in our care) for the furtherance of
His kingdom and His ultimate glory. This will be a great test of our faith, but we can look to God with
expectations, because He is a faithful God, and Rom 8:28 tells us:”... in all things, He works for the good
of those who love Him, who has been called according to His purpose.” When the Lord returns, may He
say to members of GCBC, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”
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I remember vividly the first time | stepped

into this church. Actually, the discovery of
the existence of Glory Chinese Baptist Church was
in itself, a miracle. How else do you explain a stack
of newspapers falling from a shelf in the laundry
room, and the page that lands facing up just happens
to be the one

what | learned to do at this church: all of us, with
our unique gifts and talents given to us by our
Creator, gathering together, serving our Lord
together, submitting as one body to Christ, our
Head — perhaps stumbling a bit sometimes, but
always looking heavenward for guidance from the

One who gives

with our /

church’s

advertisement
on it? What
else would you
consider a sign,
a calling? So
my mother and
I look up
directions and \_

My Spiritual Home

Minxi Rao

\ us strength.

So |
thank God that
He has brought
me here to
learn and to
grow as His
disciple, and to
// discover some

go, that very
Friday night, expectant, anticipating, hopeful.

Now, the first thing that 1 notice about
GCBC - and the thing which makes me love it so
much today — is the ability of the people to make
someone feel warm and welcomed. The first smile
that greeted us when we stepped through the doors
three years ago is still present today, making us feel
at home. The sincerity of the people here shines
through in their smiles, in their words, and in their
actions.

Perhaps that’s why it feels like a family; there
are no formalities, no pretenses. People should not
have to feel like they must put on an act when
coming to church in order to avoid judgment, but
they come as themselves, ready to share, to listen, to
fellowship. To learn some from others, and to give
some back.

I don’t mean that each and every one of us is
perfect; in fact, it is the imperfections within us that
make us come together and become a whole. None
of us can do everything, but just as it says in 1
Corinthians 12, “To one there is given through the
Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the
message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to another
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking
in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the
interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of
one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each
one, just as he determines” (verses 8-11). That is

talents  with
which He has entrusted me. | thank Him for
allowing me to participate in some of the most
meaningful events that | have ever experienced,
such as being a teacher in the VVBS, or planning the
Christmas program, or learning and sharing together
in the discipleship class. | thank Him for the times
that I felt frustrated, because | learned to overcome,
and the times that | felt worried, because | learned
to find contentment. | thank Him for placing me
here, letting GCBC be my spiritual home for the
past three years, and | know that | will take with me
always the smiles that have cheered me, the
encouragement that has supported me, the lessons
that have built me, and all the love and prayers that
have carried me.

God bless Glory Chinese Baptist Church!




When my husband, Alan asked me what | was
going to write for our church 7" year anniversary
magazine, my thoughts raced back to summer —fall
of 1997. | had just begun my career in Texas as a
Pharmacist after my graduation in spring of 1997 at
the University of lowa. As | was new to Texas,
Rita Shelton, one of my newly acquainted friends
who lived in Crowley Texas brought me to several
churches. Chinese Baptist Church of Fort Worth
(CBCFW) was one of the churches | had visited.
Soon after | arrived, God in his wonderful grace
helped me to settle down at a beautiful apartment
complex, southwest of Fort Worth, about 7 miles
from CBCFW and 17 miles away from my work
place. Being a person who does not like to
commute far, | soon began to attend the CBCFW
pretty regularly. There I met my husband to be
and made lots of godly friends. | attended
CBCFW for about 11/2 years.

During these 11/2 years, | joined the English
worship service led by the youth pastor, Gary
House, and met up with Dennis Krueger for English
Adult Bible study discussion. | also participated in
the Experiencing God class led by Yu-Chun Li. Not
only did I get to know Alan better in the class, I also
realized God was opening doors for me to learn
more about Him. When | was in college, my bible
study class attendance was irregular, and although 1
had shown keen interest in the bible, my thirst for
God’s truth became even more evident and fulfilled
during my stay in Texas. Again through the grace
of God, | was introduced to Bible Study Fellowship
(BSF).in 1999. In May 2006, | graduated from
BSF after completing 7 years of bible study. God
in his wonderful grace worked out for me so that |
could attend the class every Wednesday morning.

Looking back, 1 am grateful that God had
provided me channels to learn his truth in depth.
Although | am of Chinese descent, my educational
background was not Chinese. As a result, |1 was
unable to achieve or appreciate the fullest spiritual

counting the Faithfulness of G

Laiyee

benefit from a Chinese church. God had not only
circumvented such impediment, but had also given
me opportunity to be equipped to serve him in this
church.

Sad to say, in 1999, the CBCFW split.  Pastor
Gary House and his family left for Ohio to pastor
college students, other leadership figures, i.e. Pastor
Kim and his family left for Washington, Elijah and
his family went to serve at a small Chinese church
in Arlington, Texas. Our senior Pastor Wang
decided to start a new church in the North Tarrant
County, Texas. Although the split was a result of
disunity within the church, it was also clear that
God put in the heart of our pastor the need to reach
out to the growing Chinese community in the North
Tarrant county region. In retrospect, | see God use
imperfect people who are called by his name to
accomplish his wonderful plans. | am reminded of
Moses, whom God had called was a murderer;
David the anointed king of Israel committed
adultery and murdered Uriah the husband of
Bathsheba; Paul who had argument with Barnabas
on who should be included in his mission team;
Peter who was rebuked by Paul for being a
hypocrite in the presence of his Jewish counterparts,
and the list goes on. Clearly, God has use for
imperfect people to achieve his perfect plans.

In the beginning weeks and months of the
establishment of Glory Chinese Baptist Church
(GCBC), there was much excitement of pioneering
a new church. We started off renting a small place
from Travis Ave church at Fort Worth. Later we
moved to 2-3 more churches that was closer to or
has highway access from the northern Tarrant
region, all the while focusing on our goal to reach
out to the communities there. The initial
enthusiasm began to wane as our church faced
various obstacles, i.e. drastic rent increase, lack of
resources and, talents, unequipped to serve and
inability to work out differences. The numbers of
our church attendees began to dwindle. 1 would go



to church wondering if we would lose one more
familiar face. Morale was running low, but those
who stayed kept their hopes on God for our church
sustenance. In the early of 2001, | learnt that
Reverend Wang received offer to pastor his home
church in California. Since many of his family
members were living there and one of his sons was
going to college there, it seemed that was the right
thing for him to do. Prior to that, Rev. Albert
Hung and his wife Joy Hung had decided to leave
for New Orleans to further his seminary studies.
Around that time, | also learnt that Linda Welch, our
church translator (who translate the sermon in
Chinese to English) and secretary was also
preparing to graduate from seminary and leaving for
Florida to get married.  Despite the loss of
leadership figures, God brought some seminary
students, i.e. Rev, Frank Liu and his family, Pastor
Jeffrey Kwok , our beloved and deceased Datura
Wong, and later minister Peter Tie and his family
came along side us and serve with us.

In the midst of all these changes, Alan and |
decided to get married in 2001. It was also a very
busy year for us because we were also looking to
buy a house. We had hope that our families from
overseas would have a place to stay when they
come for our wedding. After researching and
looking for more than a year, we finally decided to
build a new house. By the grace of God, the house
was completed about a month prior to our wedding.
The prayers and support of our church members
helped us through what seemed like a stressful time.
The youths and the guys from church helped with
the moving. Mary Krueger, with the help from the
youths threw me a wedding shower; Grace Wu,
QianYing, and Janet Tang, helped me with my
wedding decorations. The youth also served food
at my wedding reception. David Wei was the mc
at the reception. Datura led our church choir to sing
at my wedding. Dennis also pitched in his solo
event. Rita Shelton’s son was the ring bearer; her
daughter my flower girl. Pastor Wang flew in to
officiate my wedding.. Ernest helped me to record
this memorable event by snapping away photos at
every important juncture. All in all | had a
wonderful and memorable wedding, thanks to the
love and help of my church family. Truly, I had
experienced the blessings from the body of
Christ-the church, as describe in Rom 12:4-5. The
body consists of many members and each member
has its gifts and function, and each works together
to complement each other. What a blessing from
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God!

Prior to Linda Welch’s leaving, she has sort of
recruited me to help out with counting the weekly
church offerings and writing out checks for the
church expenses. | began to help out regularly.
Together with Ernest, our church’s new financial
secretary, we serve our church financial department.
Alan who has been in the education ministry
employed me to help with teaching the children
Sunday school. | was able to put to good use the
training God gave me from BSF. \olunteering at
the children department occasionally helped to open
my eyes to communicating with preschoolers, not to
mention the time spent in BSF helped to make my
preparation easier. Whenever Alan needed my
help, I would substitute for any unexpected void in
teaching. Juggling and keeping up with a stressful
job, maintaining a home in between serving at
church, Alan and | need to have healthy bodies. |
credit God for the health, provision and grace he
had showered us, without which we are unable to
accomplish much.

About 3 years ago, Pastor Solomon Liu and
his family moved from Taiwan to Texas to shepherd
our church. His employment was itself a
miraculous working of God. Our church has been
looking to hire a full-time pastor. After much
screening and interview with some pastors, we were
introduced to Pastor Liu by David and Angela Hsu,
who were former Southwestern Seminary students
from Taiwan. Pastor Liu, his wife and 3 sons have
brought many blessings to our church. Pastor
Liu’s wonderful people and organizational skill,
along with his wife, Ruth’s musical skill were added
blessings from God. Their commitments to serve
whole-heartedly were evident to all. The number
of church attendees began to grow. New families
arrived and began to settle at GCBC. Unbelievers
were converted, and baptized. Believers were
encouraged in their walks with God. The church
choir also grew in numbers and the hymns they
sang, led the hearts of the congregation to worship
God. Even the number of children and youths has
increased tremendously. | praise God when | see
the church kicking back life after a dwindling phase.
God in his mercy and grace revives our church.

As GCBC approaches her 7" year anniversary,
the members sense the increasing need to purchase a
building of our own to accommodate the needs of a
growing church. (Continue, followed by page 6)



Children Ministry in GCBC

Alan Yam

Time flies. Looking back, | have been serving
in children ministry for almost seven years. | like to
work with children because they are innocent,
although sometimes, they can be unruly and
rebellious. | remember one Sunday morning, | asked
two children to watch a gospel movie; | tried to
motivate them by saying this was a good movie and
they ought to watch it. They replied, "we do not
have to watch it just because it is good for us’.

Another thing I learnt from teaching children
is never make a promise that you cannot remember.
I recalled a Sunday school of a new semester when
each child was given a folder to keep his/her
homework. | ran out of a new folder and so |
promised Betty that | would buy her one when she
comes back from China (Betty left for China to
learn Chinese). The first thing she said to me
when she came back a year later was ‘Where is my
folder?”” She had an incredible memory for her
debtor.

During the past seven years, | had a lot of
brothers and sisters who served with me shoulder to
shoulder. Mrs. Ya-Ling Liu and Angela Hsu had set
good examples as leaders in the children ministry. |
recalled Angela led a teacher’s meeting in
McDonald and came up with creative ideas on
rewarding children for their effort. Wang Yuan
showed her support by treating everyone to ice
cream. Vicki Ho was one the favorite teachers.
She put effort in making her class interesting
through her talents in creative artwork. She also
rewards her student for their effort.

Our Sunday school class has grown from
approximately five to fourteen children. God
answers our prayers by sending more families to our
church. I recalled Allie told me that she was bored
when she had to face me one on one in Sunday
school. | told her to pray that God would send more
children to our church. Not too long later, the Sheng
family came to our Church, and Matthew came to
our Sunday school class.. Following this, God called

Pastor Liu to our Church. | remembered Daniel Liu
could barely speak English. He was always quiet
during Sunday school. Christine Hu who was one of
our Sunday school teachers had to sit with him to
encourage him. One day | told Daniel that he would
speak better English in a few months, and that he
would surpass me one day.

Serving in children ministry has been a
rewarding experience to me. God has changed me
from serving Him out of responsibility to serving
Him out of joy and love. | have the privilege to
teach and memorize the word of God with them. As
a result, | benefited spiritually through preparation
and teaching Sunday school, not to mention my
English also improved.

One of my goals is to stimulate the children to
think why and who they believe, and to teach them
biblical truth. It is my hope that parents will take on
a more active role in their children spiritual well
being. Although children may not read their Bible
daily, but they do pay close attention to how adults
live their lives. As Sunday school teachers or
parents whom children look up to, we ought to live
a life of a Christian example so that we can leave a
fine Christian legacy to our next generation. Our
daily walk with God has much greater impact than
Sunday school or sermon teaching. We cannot feed
a big spiritual meal on Sunday and hope to survive
for the next six days. Sunday is a day of celebration
with God for what He has done for us during the
week.

All in all, I am grateful to all brothers and
sisters who had served and still serving in children
Sunday school. | thank God for giving us strength
and wisdom to handle with the challenges of
teaching children. Overall, | enjoy teaching children
and working with their parents. Looking ahead, |
hope to include parents in children ministry.
Children ought to understand that Christian life
though is hard, but it can also wonderful.
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D uring these three and half years since | have been baptized, | feel my life has been
changed a lot through Christ. It may not be significant from the outside, but I know God has

been working through me.

First of all, | have established some good habits. | am praying every day and reading the
Bible almost everyday. Secondly, God has helped me learn lots of lessons that will benefit me
for my whole life, such as obedience, honesty, faithfulness, kindness, etc. He has taught me to
be grateful and more thankful. God also helped me get over a time when | doubted Him. | know
He forgives me and is faithful to guide me in my life.

I am thankful in many ways. | am thankful that | am a Christian.
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— Betty Tong, 11 years old
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2006 VBS and My Son

Hang Jiang

Monday 7/24/06 9:50pm

Matthew dashed to me from outside and
told me:

“ Mom, I ate all the food on my plate. The
food was so good tonight.”

“What did you eat for dinner at church
tonight?”

“Chicken, rice and vegs.”

“Did you have fun there?”

“Yes, Michael and David played baseball with
me, and | know how to make sword with
balloons!” Matthew said.

“How come? Who showed you?” I said.

“The big Joy taught us, and next time I’ll
make swords for Peter and you and we can
play Fight with each other.”

“What else did you learn tonight?” I asked.
“Obedience! Children obey your parents in
everything, for this pleases the LORD,
Colossians 3:20.”

“Very good, Matthew.”

Tuesday 7/25/06 10:30pm

Matthew was singing a song while he
stepped into the house:

“Tama C, I am a Ch, I am a Christian........
“What song are you singing, Matthew?”
“lam a C, I am a Ch, I am a Christian........
Matthew sang it again with louder voice and
didn’t realize I was asking him.

“What song are you singing, Matthew?” I
asked again.

“Listen,” Matthew started singing the song
with a slower melody. “Now you know what
I am singing about.”

“Oh, ye, you learned a new song tonight?” I
asked.

“Yes, and I like this song. Mom, you know
what, Bob is so smart and he is able to
compose songs for us to sing at VBS.”
“Really, which song was composed by Bob?”
| asked.

“I forgot, but he is great.
in English.”

“Yes, Bob has been in the States for only three
years and his English is even better than some
others born here. You see how hard he has
been working on that! Nothing is easy on
the earth. You have to try your best on
everything you do....”

He is teaching us

Him.

I thank God for sending His son Jesus Christ to die for my sins. For the past few

years | have learned much more about the truthfulness of Him and His word. | have failed so
many times, disobeyed so many times. Yet His Spirit lives inside me, helps me to recognize
my sins, so | can come back to Him through His forgiveness.

Life can be full of troubles. At times, everyone stumbles and falls, but I try to trust Jesus
in all circumstances and to give the burden to him. My life would spiral down if it not were
for the blood of Jesus Christ. God’s way is the best way. There is no exception.

I can’t boast at all because I am a sinner, but yet through the blood of Jesus Christ on the
cross and his resurrection from the tomb, I can now boast in Christ and give all the glory to

— Scott Tong, 13 years old
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“Ok, Ok, I know, mom, I need to do my best

to practice playing my violin.  Anyway,
tonight’s dinner was good too. I ate a lot and
didn’t even touch the dessert.” Matthew

stopped me.

“What did you eat tonight?”

“Spaghetti and soup” Matthew answered.
“What is tonight’s theme?” I asked.

“Purity.” Matthew said, “Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God.
Matthew 5:8”

Wednesday 7/26/06 10:20pm

Matthew got home and couldn’t wait a
minute to show me how he makes curve balls,
fast balls and sink balls.

“Matthew, stop doing that. It is very late and
you’d better to get ready for bed.” I said.
“Mom, Vincent showed us how to throw balls
faster and tricky. Come on, I’ll show you.”
“No, Matthew, don’t throw balls inside the
house, you can do it tomorrow morning in the
yard.”

“Mom. Vincent knows how to make a tricky
ball during games. | want to practice and to
be like Vincent in the game someday.”
Matthew said.

“Ok, my son, what else did you learn today?”
“Holiness and righteousness. Story of Job. For
the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17”

“What did you learn from the story?” I asked.
“Praise the LORD no matter what happens to
you.” Matthew answered.

“Very good, Matthew.”

“Mom, what does Mongolia beef mean?”
Matthew asked.

“Why do you need to know it?” I asked.
“Mingxi and Lucy told us that we need to say
something about Mongolia beef in the drama
we are going to play. Something like “T am
so glad that | got rid off it, otherwise | would
be the Mongolia beef.”

“Oh, that means you did something right
before something bad happened to you.” I
said.

“What does the drama tell about?”

“It is a secret. You’d better wait till Friday
night!”
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“Ok.” I said. “Son, what did you eat tonight?”
“Taco! I love Taco!”
Thursday 7/27/06 10pm

Matthew got home and dashed to his
bedroom hiding all his prizes.
“Matthew, you need share your stuff with
Peter!” I said.
“No, he didn’t go to the VBS, so he couldn’t
have any prizes. If he goes next year, then
he can try to have some.” Matthew said.
“Even Jessica plays a role in our drama, why
didn’t you bring Peter there. 1 don’t want
him to touch any of my prizes.”
“Ok, Matthew, didn’t you know that sharing is
one of the best thing you can do for others?”
“Yes, but the verse we learned tonight is 1
Timothy 4:12: Don’t let anyone look down on
you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in life, in
love, in faith and in purity.” Matthew said.
“Do you think you set a good example for
Peter?” I asked.
“No, but it is too late for Peter to play the toys
now. [ will show him tomorrow.” Matthew
answered. “Mom, do you know how to play
Water Balloon Fight?”
“Yes, but never get a chance to play.” I said.
“Water Balloon Fight is the best I’ve ever
tried!”
Matthew showed me how to play Water
Balloon Fight and told me:” 1 want to be a
youth, so that | can have more ideas about fun
time.”
“How was the food tonight?” I asked.
“Auntie Qian Ying cooked beef for us. |
don’t care about Carrots, but all youth think
tonight’s food is the best so far.” Matthew
said.
Friday 7/28/06 10:30pm

Matthew was not very excited when he
got home. Quietly and sadly, he said:
“I want to go to VBS tomorrow.”
“Give the youth a little break. You will go to
VBS next summer, Matthew.”
“Why can’t we have VBS for two weeks?”
Matthew asked.
“Do you really like VBS, Matthew? What is



the most interesting thing you’ve learned at
VBS?” I asked.

“I like to be with all my friends. 1 like all the
hosts, for they made the introduction clear and
attractive everyday. They organized very
well for our center times, snacks, fun time and
music studio. | like VBS, | have fun over
there.” Matthew said, getting a little bit
excited.

“Mom, do you like the last two Chinese songs
we sang tonight? Do you know the youth
taught us Pinyin first on the two Chinese
songs? The Pinyin they taught is different
from the one you teach me. There is no
intonation on their Pinyin. But we still can
sing the Chinese without intonation.”

“Yes, because you sing it with music, you
don’t need intonation!” I answered.

“Mom, I love VBS. 1 wish I could be at
VBS forever!” Matthew said.

How sweet my son is! | wish he could
be at VBS forever in deed, because he has
been so kind and nice to me every night for
the whole week. | thank GOD for Matthew, he
is a gift from God. I’ve learned a lot with
Matthew and from Matthew. | thank GOD
for our youth. | really appreciate the youth
for their time, love, care, energy and wisdom.
They made the week so meaningful for our
children. | appreciate all the moms who
prepared food for our children every day. |
appreciate Alan and Jimmy for they took
hours off from work in order to teach our
children more about GOD. Most of all, |
need appreciate pastor Liu and his whole
family. They were at church all the time
during the VBS, vacuuming the floor, making
tea, getting all the paperwork done, busy with
the copy machine, computer and camera,
camcorder, decorating, helping with the
drama, ect. Thanks God for giving us such a
wonderful pastor and his family members,
thanks God for giving us a complete range of
church members from babies to seniors. We
all love you, GOD, and may GOD keep
blessing our church.
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The Mission Work of Glory CBC

Dennis and Mary Krueger

Glory Chinese Baptist Church has
engaged in various mission trips in order to
encourage members to share not only with
their neighbors and those they work with, but
to also think and pray about serving in other
countries.

In Matthew 9:37-38 Jesus tells His
disciples, The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field. Some have noticed that we
need parents to help teach their children in
Sunday School. Did not Jesus say the
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few?
We accepted the responsibility from the Lord
to teach our children (Deut. 6:7) both at home
and at church. By teaching them at church,
we became workers through which the Lord
could work and He answered our prayer to
send laborers into the harvest. What are you
doing about teaching your children at home
and in the church? We have a command
from our Lord Jesus to go into all the world to
make disciples for Him in Matthew 28:18-20.
It is one thing to teach children to make
money. It is another thing to teach them to
obey the Lord. When they see us being
disobedient to our Lord, they are motivated to
disobey also. Set your mind to make
disciples of your children first for our Lord.
Acts 1:8 tells us we are His witnesses. We
witness by what we say and do. Do your
children see you sharing Jesus with others?
Do they see you giving 10% of God's money
back to Him? What is the witness of your
life? A nice house, car and lots of things?
Or do others see you speaking about Jesus?
Romans 10:9-10 tells us, if you confess with
your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you
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will be saved. ? For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with
your mouth that you confess and are saved.
We are to use our mouth to speak to others
constantly about our Savior. The first place
to begin to share your faith is at home with
your spouse and children. Next, you speak
with your mouth at church. You then speak
about Jesus with your neighbors, friends and
those you work with.

The first year of existence for GCBC,
about 17 members drove to Arizona to work
on 2 Indian reservations. We saw 17 people
accept Jesus that year. The 2nd year about
10 members took a week to reach out to 400
families in our area of DFW. Our 3rd year
about 8 went to Eastern Tennessee to work
with the elderly and disadvantaged children.
The 4th year 4 went to Memphis, TN, along
with a Chinese church from Ohio, to work
with an inner city church and the homeless,
with about 2 dozen coming to Christ that year.
The 5th  year about 8 went to Taiwan, along
with a Chinese church from California to
work among an aborigine group in Hualien.
About 2 dozen came to Christ that year. The
6th year 4 of us went to China to begin to
figure out a way our church can be involved
in reaching Chinese. It was the most
difficult trip we've undergone in terms of
spiritual darkness having a negative impact on
our ministry. This year 3 of us returned to
China to minister in many churches and a
hospital. The Lord is putting together a plan
for us and our church to minister there.

God wants 100% of us involved in
praying for missions and evangelism. In
Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus said to his disciples,
The harvest is plentiful but the workers are



few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,
to send out workers into his harvest field.
God wants 100% of us to be witnessing to
those around us. Jesus said to His disciples
in Acts 1:8, you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

God wants 100% of us to be giving
toward the cause of missions and evangelism.
In 1 Timothy 6:18-19 we read, Command
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and
to be generous and willing to share. 19 In
this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the
coming age, so that they may take hold of the
life that is truly life. Matthew 6:24 states,
No one can serve two masters. Either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and Money.

Missions, and evangelism, should have a
high position in the ministry of GCBC. It is
high on God's list, so it needs to be high on
ours. The plan is for someone to begin to
take our place as we will be retiring to China,
Lord willing, in about 4 years. We would
like the Lord to open the door for GCBC to
have ongoing ministries in China. Who
better to reach Chinese people than other
Chinese? Pray, asking God how He wants to
use you in speaking to others about Him. If
you are parents, pray about one of you
teaching your children's Sunday School class
as they grow up. You will not regret your
obedience to the Lord, as well as having a
ministry in church. Ask your relatives and
friends in China that attend 3 self churches if
there is an opportunity for us to come and
work with them. We believe God will open
greater doors for us yet.

GCBC  participates in  missions
financially in several different ways. Our
church currently gives $2,000 per year for the
mission trip. Any funds that are needed above
that amount are raised through donations. It
is called faith giving. For example, last year
God provided donations to the mission fund,

which exceeded the amount needed. We
were able to make the mission trip in 2006
without raising any additional funds, since
mission funds remain mission funds and are
not transferred to the general fund. Glory
Chinese Baptist Church is considering and
praying about participating in 3 or 4 different
mission trips next year. It will cost more
than the $2,000 annual church budget.
Participants will need to seek God in
providing necessary funds. One way to do
this is to send letters to friends and relatives
asking prayer and donations in order to make
the mission trip.  This type of fund raising is
called faith giving, or faith missions. GCBC
gives to missions in the annual budget and
allows individual members to trust God by
watching Him provide other needed funds.
As we consider the command of our Lord
Jesus in Matthew 28:19 to make disciples,
missions is one way of obeying that
command.

May the Lord bless all of us as we seek
and obey the Lord.
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